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PROTECTION



Intellectual 
Property 
Intellectual Property (IP) protection guarantees the inventor of a new process or 

product to benefit from, or allow others to take profit from, the 

exploitation of that IP, either financially or other, 
preventing the possibility of unfair use of it by third parties.



Intellectual 
Property 

Main goal: to give an economic incentive to innovation by granting 
temporary, territorial and exclusive rights to creators / inventors / entrepreneurs
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in our pockets…



Patents

A patent is a monopolist right given to the inventor for a 
period of up to 20 years, depending on national laws, 
that is restricted to the details and claims defined in the patent’s 
document. It is territorially specific.

Only new, inventive and industrially suitable inventions can be 
patented.



Patents

What can NOT be patented:
Live organisms

Original DNA sequences/genes

Anything in nature

Software

What CAN be patented:
Uses/production methods of live organisms

Modified/recombinant DNA sequences, 
vectors and methods

Anything that is modified from nature

Usage of a code/algorithm



Patents



Patents

www.inpi.pt
www.wipo.int
https://www.epo.org/index.html

https://patentscope.wipo.int/search/en/detail.jsf?docId=WO2008030976&_cid=P11-KFKDMM-61947-1
http://www.inpi.pt/
https://www.epo.org/index.html


Patents

https://patentscope.wipo.int/search/en/search.jsf


What can be protected Duration & Region Maintenance When to apply

A technical enhancement which is novel, unique and 
useful

20 years protection in 
the country of filling

Annual fee for the 
duration of 20 years

Before launching 
product into the 

market

Any name, symbol, phrase, mark, words, etc. to describe 
any goods or services

10 years protection in 
the country of filling. 

Can be renewed every 
10 years

Fee required every 10 
years for renewal of 

additional 10 years, for 
perpetuity

Can be done 
before or after 

launching the mark 
into the market

Any literary object namely artwork, poetry, films, books, 
music, photography, etc.

Worldwide protection 
for the lifetime of the 
creator plus 70 years

No fee Can apply at any 
time

Novel ornamental or outer appearance of any article of 
manufacture

10 years protection in 
the country of filling. 

Can be renewed once 
for 5 years

Fee required after 10 
years for renewal

Before launching 
product into the 

market

Any secret technique, knowhow, process, etc. which is an 
advantage to the business or profession, and generally 
secured through agreements and in-house trade secret 

policy implementations.

Worldwide protection 
until it a protected as a 

secret
NA NA

Registered
designs

Trademarks

Patents

Trade secrets

Copyright



The IP CODE 
of FCUL

http://www.fc.ul.pt/pt/pagina/tt-pi-ciências

https://ciencias.ulisboa.pt/pt/tt-pi-ci%C3%AAncias


The IP CODE of 
Ulisboa/FCUL

http://www.fc.ul.pt/pt/pagina/tt-pi-ciências

Regulamento PI Ulisboa

https://ciencias.ulisboa.pt/sites/default/files/fcul/inovacao/Despacho_2467_2017_Regulamento_da_PVC_da_FCUL.pdf
https://www.ulisboa.pt/sites/ulisboa.pt/files/documents/files/regulamento_de_propriedade_intelectual_da_universidade_de_lisboa.pdf


http://www.fc.ul.pt/pt/pagina/tt-pi-ciências

1st  Step – Technology Disclosure Form



All the rights over R&D performed in FCUL belongs to FCUL
The inventor has the right to be recognised as so in any IP piece or
communication (or not if he/she desires so)

The inventor shall communicate the invention to FCUL (Via TT@FCUL) maximum 3
months after invention was made

If FCUL has no interest in protecting the IP, it can give partial or full rights to inventor

The IP CODE 
of FCUL

REMEMBER!



Two examples of outcomes:
- Patent is registered and licensed to an outside company: gets 75% of the profit arising

from this exploration, FCUL gets 25% to reinvest in R&D
- Researcher / Student uses its invention and respective IP to create a spin-off with the

help of FCUL. Faculty becomes member of the board, usually with 3-5% equity.

The IP CODE 
of FCUL

REMEMBER!


